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Report Security and Distribution

Reporting is a very important aspect of any ERP solution. Customers have several thousand
reports that they need to run periodically, and need to secure and distribute to many users. The
process of securing and distributing the reportsis a very challenging problem and good
functionality in ERP systemsis hard to find.

Additionally, most of the people receiving reports do not use the ERP system other than to ook at
reports and drill into results. Therefore, some customers may prefer that the reports are distributed
through email. However, many of these usersreceive several reports at once (and typically an
email for each report), however, the customer would like the links to the reports to be
consolidated into a single report (and perhaps notified with asingle email). Another typical
scenario isto provide a convenient means of organizing and accessing the reports outside of

email (i.e. through abrowser). In order to make this work, users need to be able to find reports
based on the datain the reports, as well as setting up favorite reports that they won't have to
search to find.

Finally, it is becoming increasingly important to track which users have viewed which reports at
what times. For example, report tracking (especially financial reports) allows the organization to
understand which parts of the business are a compliance risk, since without reviewing certain
reports, they might not be enforcing the appropriate controlsin that area.
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PeopleSoft Solution Extenders

Grey Sparling Solutions has identified and built the highest-val ue enhancements to your PeopleSoft
products, which are our PeopleSoft Solution Extenders. PeopleSoft Solution Extenders are
strategic PeopleTools bolt-on’ s to increase the functionality and usability of PeopleSoft without
impacting the current Enterprise Application environment, or the upgrade/maintenance process. In
other words, we have created " PeopleTools within PeopleTools".

Report Security & Distribution PSE

The most commonly requested enhancements to report security and distribution (includes
PS/Process Scheduler and PS/Report Manager) have been packaged into a PeopleTools bolt-on
called the Report Security and Distribution PSE.

Benefits

Deliver asimple and auditable means of defining and applying reporting security and output
distribution rules

0 Security and Routing rules are defined and managed independently of reports

0 Reports are run and routed automatically based on these rules

0 A means of looking at the previous notifications sent to the user.

0 A means of auditing which users have access to which data and which reports. This
allows the customer to determine whether the right people are getting the right data
(Facilitates compliance and monitoring).

0 Maximizes security

Provide a powerful means of accessing output
o0 Deliver arobust email notification infrastructure
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A means of defining a highly-formatted email to be sent to users, allowing
report information to drive the sorting, grouping, text, and navigation linksin
the email.
A means of automating the generation of emails.
0 A means of generating the emails on a pre-defined schedule. This allows the reports
to be distributed in bulk, with multiple reportsin asingle email.
o Deliver apowerful in-box of reports
Provide content-based navigation into reports
Allow usersto define their favorite reports to streamline access to them
Allow usersto define their own means of organizing report output
0 Enablesglobal deployment
Improve Report Administrator Ease-of-Use
0 A means of graphically organizing the nVision reportsinto jobs to be run on different
schedules and organized appropriately. This allows the administrator to see the
complete jobstream and all the times different reportsareto beruninasingle
graphical view.
An environment for central organization of all enterprise reports
A means to centrally schedule the running of the reports
0 Provide a user-centric homepage for auditing security and supporting application.
Administrator to audit what data a user has accessto.
Allow administrator to determine which reports have been run for a user and
when the next report isto be run

Feature Highlights

Visual Job Editor and Visual Scheduling User Interface that:
Assembler - streamlines the run control and process request user interface
includes a new rules interface for capturing and naming parameters

Job/Process Group Report group page and table structures to allow entry of report groups
Page definitions

Job/Process Group Report group distribution page and table structures to allow entry of report
Distribution Page group distribution rules (routing and security)

Automatic generation of||Automatic generation of the appropriate report request and job definitions
PeopleSoft processing |[|from the application, so that any reports can automatically be run and
definition's distributed to users.

Alternative Daily report ||Process that creates an email for each user that contains a consolidated set
notification aggregator ||of links to all reports in the PeopleSoft report repository that each user has

access to.
E-mail Distribution Report distribution can be through a daily email with links to reports that have
Option been run that day, versus modifications to report manager

Job/Report Group Audit ||[Report that lists out all report groups and the associated PeopleSoft
Report scheduling definitions for them.

Includes User privileges report

Process Scheduler All report scheduling definitions will be done using PeopleSoft's process
scheduler infrastructure.

PeopleSoft Reporting End-users will be able to access all reporting features from a home page that
Home Page simplifies navigation.

Reporting Wizard End-users will be guided through the steps of creating a report. The wizard
will automatically choose the appropriate reporting tool to utilize and facilitate
creating the appropriate default report, based on the type of report and the
data needed.

Improved organization ||All reports in a PeopleSoft installation will be aggregated into a single
and searching of environment, so that users can easily find them. These reports can be
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reports

organized and searched based on content area, user who created it, needed
parameters, and content of the report (such as fields included).

Users will be able to run, view, or modify any report from this user interface.

Improved organization
and searching of report
instances

All reports instances in a PeopleSoft installation will be aggregated into a
single environment, so that users can easily find them. These reports
instances can be organized and searched based on the report that was used
to generate the instance, content area, user who created it, parameters used
to generate the report, and content of the report (such as fields included).

Users will be able to re-run any report, view any instances, or modify any
report from this user interface.

Improved security
against reporting
objects

All PeopleSoft report objects will be able to be secured to a given user, set of
users, or role. This will control who will have access to run, modify, or view
results of any given report.

Integrated offloading of
reporting against
separate reporting
environment

Although the homepage and all links will be part of the transaction system,
customers have the option of offloading all report design, processing, and
access to a separate reporting environment for performance purposes.
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Report Security & Distribution PSE

Centralized Administration
Security and distribution rule
maintenance
Process and job administration

User-centric Administration

Email Template Maintenance

Each rule is a linkage between
the data values and a set
of users

Each distribution rule has a
unique rule id.

Data values are picked by first
picking a filter source

For trees, the user can
navigate through the tree
viewer component

For values, the user picks
searches for the values.

The set of users and/or roles
who receive this data are
specified.
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Hierarchical view of all reports
Create/maintain processing
streams in a tree

o  Groupings of reports

0 Reports

Attach schedule requests to
nodes in the tree.

o Easily see all schedule
definitions for the entire
reporting structure.

o Easily see how much of the
reporting structure a given
schedule represents

Set properties of jobs and reports
from this console.

Error handling

Parallelism

Notification rules

Reports, scopes, and other

report parameters

Re-organize the jobstream using

drag and drop or cut and paste

Support for distributed

maintenance and security

(0]
(0]
(0]
(0]

Set properties for groupings of
processes
Name & Description to display
in process scheduler
Handling of errors or warnings
in previous steps in the job
Whether all child processes
should be run serially or in
parallel
Attributes to be inherited by all
Children
All children reports should be
grouped in Unique Email
o Unigue email should
use Email Template
for formatting
Templating to simplify entry
Navigate to view or modify
generated Job definition
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Set Properties for nVision report
to be run
Apply the distribution rule to
the report to control the data
included and the routing of
results.
Specify the nVision report
request parameters to drive
the report execution:
0 Business Unit
Layout
Effective dating rules
Scope
Templates for the
content, description, and
foldering
0 Templating to simplify
data entry

O O 0O

Specify a schedule request to
run groupings of reports
Defined as a leaf attached to

the top node to be run
Support for any number of
schedules across the tree
Support for controlling
aspects of processing
Which servers to run

The recurrence of the run
Templating to simplify data
entry

Navigate to view or modify
generated schedule request
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Until jobstream is
published, the
production jobstream
is not modified

Allows users to make

significant changes

without affecting current

production schedule C—1
Replicates the new

definitions to create the

appropriate process

scheduler definitions

Provides clear delineation

between GS information =
and PeopleSoft ; Report
information GS Publish Request
Resulting definitions are Objects Jobstream

same as those created in

normal manner, and can i
Schedule
Definition

Email Template Maintenance
Templates can be either
plain text or html
Ability to preview exactly
what the generated email
will look like (with test data)
Templates include
references that expand into
the relevant data at
generation time
Supports text substitutions (
e.g. the token
“${UserName}" would
expand to the user’'s name)
Support programming
constructs such as looping
and if/then logic
Supports “Helper functions”
that assist with formatting of
data values (e.g. date
format)

Tokens include:
User Name
Email ID
Report Name/Description
Report Group
Run Date/Time
Expiration Date/Time
Report URL
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Template Preview

Ability to preview what the
generated HTML will look like
Allows administrator to
preview generated email for
reports for different scenarios:
o Different Users
o Different Reporting
Groups
o Different Ranges of
Dates

Who is Grey Sparling Solutions, Inc?

Grey Sparling Solutions, Inc. combines in-depth knowledge of PeopleSoft products, Enterprise
Reporting solutions, and Business Intelligence to help PeopleSoft customersimprove the way
their business users obtain and use information. Because we are the people who built and
maintained PeopleSoft’ s reporting tools and PeopleT ools metadata, we are in a unigque position to
provide superior products and solutions to maximize your PeopleSoft investment.

Benefits of PeopleSoft Solution Extenders

Minimizes the impact to PeopleSoft customers and the enterprise environment

Utilize the infrastructure already deployed by PeopleSoft customers

Provide solutions as extensions, versus modifications of PeopleSoft-owned objects
Allows localized enhancement to PeopleSoft without the burden of re-testing everything
Deliver solutionsin amanner that makesit easy for customers to be supported by Oracle
Deliver powerful diagnostics to ensure that customer can be confident in results

Does not jeopardize the standard upgrade or maintenance procedures

Interested in learning more?

Please contact us at (925) 217-1298 or at Info@GreySparling.com. We would be happy to talk
with you about how we can help you improve your Informational ROI.
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